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Introduction 
Even for native speakers of English, U.S. law school can feel like a foreign world, with its own culture, 
language, and rules. A good introduction to this world is especially important for students or scholars who 
are not native English speakers. The Summer Institute on Law, Language, and Culture is designed to be 
just that introduction. 
 
Course Description: SILLC is a four-week intensive course that will introduce students to legal English, 
the U.S. legal system, and the law school experience. Through small-group class interaction, encounters 
with lawyers, judges, and teachers, visits to courtrooms and law firms, and interaction with popular media, 
students will learn to read and produce good legal writing, to study and understand U.S. law, and to make 
the best possible use of their U.S. law school experiences. 
 
The study of law is a language-intensive task. SILLC is very specifically designed to increase proficiency in 
reading and hearing English, to develop confidence and skill in speaking and writing, and to facilitate 
personal adjustment to the culture of U.S. legal education. Small class size and individual attention from 
the instructor will give students a concentrated and tailored teaching experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SILLC students with North Carolina Supreme Court Justice Mark Martin at the 
Supreme Court building in Raleigh 

 
The Institute begins with an assessment of each participant’s abilities in spoken and written English. 
Students then work with the Institute instructor to develop a priority list of skills and subjects to work on 
during the four week program. The course combines classroom learning with experiential and tutorial 
methods to maximize each individual’s growth. 
 
Participants spend an average of four hours of class time each day in lectures, tutorials, class discussions, 
field trips or media experiences. Preparation of research and writing assignments usually occupies another 
four hours each day. 
 
SILLC students will work on developing the skills that will make their law school experience valuable, such 
as briefing cases and doing legal research and some introductory legal writing. Students will also visit 
courtrooms, interview lawyers and judges, and attend some first-year U.S. law school classes. 
 

 
Instructor: The course instructor is Hans Christian Linnartz, who teaches legal 
writing and immigration law at Duke and is the head of the Linnartz Immigration 
Law Firm. Prof. Linnartz is licensed to practice in North Carolina and several 
federal district and appellate courts. He has lived in Indonesia and the Philippines 
and is fluent in bahasa Indonesia. 
 
Special Note: The Duke Law School International Studies Program encourages 
enrollment in the Institute for students who need to strengthen their English skills 
before entering the LLM program. The program has also proven highly effective 
for visiting international scholars. 
 

Admission 
Duke’s Summer Institute in Law, Language and Culture is designed for and limited to either students who 
will be attending Duke Law School through one of its International Graduate Studies programs, or those 
working at the Law School as visiting international scholars. Acceptance as a Duke LLM, SJD student, or 
visiting international scholar qualifies a student to enter SILLC. 
 
Costs 
SILLC tuition is $2,500 for the four-week course. A non-refundable deposit of $500 will secure your 
position after admission. The application fee, to accompany the application form, is $150. (The application 
fee does not apply to tuition, but is strictly for processing the application.) 



Personal expenses, including housing, utilities, food, etc., are not included. Students must make their own 
arrangements for housing. 
 
Comments from the class of 2008 
 
“There is no better entrance door to Duke's LL.M. than SILLC. Hone your English skills, have lunch with 
your future professors and even with the Dean, learn lessons that will give you a head start in several 
courses, and get to know your future colleagues during three whole weeks.” 
 
“The program also gave me the chance to meet the dean, faculty members and even a Supreme Court 
justice in a friendly and relax environment, allowing us to really know the person behind the title.” 
 
 
Special Features of the Program 

 
 
 Visit to the North Carolina Supreme Court, guided by an Associate Justice 
 

 Visit to the Durham County Courthouse to see court in session; interview with a Judge 
 

 Visit and interview with a large law firm practicing international law, securities regulation, civil 
litigation, and intellectual property law 

 

 Intensive language practice, both oral and written 
 

 Visits to law school classes in session 
 

 Durham Bulls Baseball game 
 

 Opportunities to share a meal and conversation with distinguished Duke Law School faculty 
members 

 
 
Calendar 
Monday, July 20: 

Registration, diagnostics, orientation, classes 
begin. 
 
Thursday, July 23: 
Family pizza party 
 
Saturday, August 8: 

International potluck dinner 
 

Wednesday, August 12: 

Exit interviews and final group celebration; 
presentation of certificates  
 
 
Students should plan to arrive in Durham before the start of SILLC classes in time to 
locate housing and settle personal and family needs. After classes start, free time will be 
very limited. 

 
 

TO APPLY, COMPLETE THE APPLICATION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE AND SEND IT BY APRIL 10, 2009, 
WITH THE $150 U.S. APPLICATION FEE, TO: 

 
HANS CHRISTIAN LINNARTZ, SILLC, DUKE LAW SCHOOL, TOWERVIEW ROAD & SCIENCE DRIVE 

DURHAM, NC 27708-0360 U.S.A. +1-919-613-7203 LINNARTZ@LAW.DUKE.EDU 

mailto:linnartz@law.duke.edu


 
 

SILLC 2009 Application 
 

Name:                 

� Male � Female      

Current Address:             

     Street    
                  
City   State / Prov. Country   Postal 

Code 

Address valid until (date):           
 
 
Date of Birth:       Place of Birth:       
 
 
Country of Citizenship:             
 
 
Passport Number:             
 
 
U.S. Social Security Number (if applicable):         
 
 
Telephone:         E-Mail / Fax:     
 
Emergency Contact:             
   Name / Relationship 

                  
Contact information / phone / e-mail 

What languages do you speak fluently?     

                  

Previous English language education, TOEFL score, and experience:  

                  
 
 
Signature:         Date:     
         

 


