Fleeing Felon
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Duke Legal Assistance Project
Veteran’s Administration Benefits

The Veteran’s Education and Benefits Expansion Act of 2001 prohibits veterans who are fugitive felons, OR their dependants, from receiving specified veterans benefits.

· VA is prohibited from providing or continuing to provide health care and services, including medications and any care provided in the community at VA expense to veterans and beneficiaries identified as fugitive felons.

· The VA defines a Fugitive Felon as a person who is:

· Fleeing to avoid custody or confinement after conviction for an offense which is a felony under the laws of the place from which the person is fleeing, or for an attempt to commit such an offense; and/or

· Fleeing to avoid prosecution for an offense which is a felony; and/or

· Violating a condition of probation or parole imposed for committing a felony under Federal or State law.

· VA will mail a letter to the veteran or beneficiary identified as a fugitive felon to inform them of their status and termination of all VA health care benefits. The beneficiary has 60 days to resolve the warrant or supervision issue before benefits are cancelled.
· VA staff will take appropriate steps to transition the fugitive felon’s health care from VA programs to alternative care outside the VA health care system. VA will not pay for any of alternative care. In addition, VA will bill the veteran and/or beneficiaries for all VA provided care received while in this fugitive felon status (overpayment).
· According to the VA Fugitive Felon Handbook, persons identified as a fugitive felon must contact the Originating Agency that issued a felony warrant, not the VA Police, if it is believed:
· An error was made, such as mistaken identity.

· The warrant should be cancelled.

· The warrant has been satisfied by your arrest or surrender.

· There are other reasons, which would resolve the warrant.

· Evidence that the warrant has been satisfied should be provided to your local VA immediately.
Facts & Figures

· The OIG has established the fugitive felon program to identify VA benefits recipients and employees who are fugitives from justice.

· The program is a collaboration between the OIG, VBA, VHA, ands VA Police Service.

· VA benefit and employee files are cross-referenced with fugitive felon file databases. Location information is provided to law enforcement, who, in turn, supply the fugitive information to the VA so that benefits may be suspended and overpayment recovery can commence.

· As of June 2004, the VA had run 2.2 million warrant files against 11 million VA records and found 32,346 matches. These matches led to 11,153 referrals to various law enforcement agencies and the apprehension of 402 felons.

· On the other side, 8,299 fugitive felons have been referred to the Department for benefit suspension because of the matching program, resulting in $54.5 million dollars in overpayments.

· Also, VBA has received a total of 3,839 referrals from the OIG; the VHA has received 4,465 referrals. Some of the initial referrals were forwarded to the VA appropriate VA Medical Centers to establish policy regarding the fleeing felon program.

· The effect of the fugitive felon provision has extended to the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Service (VR&E) and the Education Service, who have processed 9 and 97 fugitive felons, respectively.

· The Insurance Service has been participating in the data match since 2004, and has accumulated 161 referrals and froze the insurance accounts on all of them.

· The VA has identified a 2% match rate.

· Actual overpayments of $20,426,509 have been assessed through the VA as a result of the fugitive felon program.

· The Loan Guaranty Service is in the process of developing a plan to meet the requirements of the Fugitive Felon Act.

· A new VHA fugitive felon handbook was released in 2005. It can be accessed at 

· Once a referral is received, the VA police will be asked to validate the warrant with the issuing agency prior to the notification of any veteran of fugitive felon status.

· Once a warrant is validated, the beneficiary has 60 days to resolve the warrant before VA benefits are suspended.

· If the warrant is not satisfied and the beneficiary requires ongoing care, the VA will develop a transition of care plan before the beneficiary is disenrolled.

· For additional information concerning the Fugitive Felon Program, please contact the Enrollment Coordinator at your local VA medical care facility or contact the Health Benefits Service Center at 1-877-222-VETS (8387).

