Wills Quiz

Note:  In all of your answers, please USE PLAIN ENGLISH.  We need you to get used to explaining complicated topics in clear, simple language that clients can understand.
1. Using plain English, please give an initial overview explanation of a Will to a client, in 2-3 sentences.

2. What is a testator?


3. What is an executor?


4. What is a beneficiary?


5. In addition to transferring property at death, what else can be accomplished in a Will?

6. What happens if someone dies without a Will?


7. Does everyone need a Will? 


8. What happens if a minor is the beneficiary of a Will or life insurance policy?


9. When are you likely to include a trust in a client’s Will?


10. What are the key pieces of information needed for a trust?


11. If we include a trust in a Will and the trust will be funded by an insurance policy, who/what should be the beneficiary of the insurance policy?


12. What limitations are there on who can be a witness to a Will?

13. How can a Will be revoked?


14. What if a client is divorced.? Does his/her former spouse have any rights under the Will?


15. What are some mechanisms for “avoiding probate,” i.e. having property pass outside of a Will?  If something passes outside of the Will, does it need to be mentioned in the Will?

16. How do we establish “testamentary capacity” for the client to execute the Will?

17. How would property pass in these intestacy situations (hint, look at the intestacy statute, which is on the clinic web page).

a. Single mother with two minor children and one living parent.

b. Unmarried couple, owns house together.  One dies.
c. Married couple with no children.  Husband’s mother is living.  Husband dies.
