




DUKE LAW SCHOOL. 1 868-1 968: A SKETCH 
by W. B r y a ~ ~  1301ich0 

Tracing through Trinity Colleye, Duke University's Iristory hecan in 183% when a 
group OF Metlrodist and  Q ~ ~ a k c r s  ~ o i ~ l c d  in the creation of a school in Randolph County 
callcd IJnion Institute, of  which Hrantley York was principal until succeeded by Brnxton 
Craven in 1847. It was inct>rp(~rated in 1851 as Normal Collcpe. A church-sta;[e inst~tut ion 
emphaazing cducntion Tor the profession o r  teaching in  the public schools. its Board n i  
Trus~ccs included state orficials with the errverllnr as cfiairn~an. Ilaving broadened its 
curricula and  educational objectives in  I85q Nort r~a l  College terrninatctl its connectron 
with the state and beca~ilc Trinily Collcgc, an a rm of  the Methodist Church.' 

TIie liistnry of instri!ction In law at Duke began in ISSO as p:lrt of  n liberal :Irts 
cducntion when President Br3xEon Craven inauprated his lectures an Political and 
Natural i ~ w ,  which were replaccd In 1855 hy his lectures on Constitutional L3w and 
Inlcrnational Law.2 This utili7ati0n of 4nw as part of  a liberal arts curriculum, nf which 
Bri~xton Cmven was nti ardent advoca~c,  stenlrned rrom the influence of Sir Willian~ 
Hlackstone who in I753 became n Iccturcr on law at Ovford Lltliversity and was in 175% 
made the first holder or its distinp~ished Vinerim Professr>rship ol' English law. I t  seems 
startling that  this lale date marked the firs1 Iecturcs on English law cvcr delivrrrd in a 
university. At this titile the Inns of  Crlt~rt were 111 eclipse, and  the only avenue t o  the Icgal 
profcs~ion was through sel r-education ; ~ n d  office apprenticeship. which ~enera l ly  
produced legal cr:iftsmen unlettered in the broad context and  inrplications of the law. 
Blackstone contended that this situatic-m could never "be effectt~ally rcrnedied but 'by 
making acsdcrnical education a prcvinlts step to thc profession nf the common law, and a t  
the same time makin$ the rtldimcnts of  law ;1 part ol' acade~nical educatian." Rlackstonc's 
first lecture, the  Study of  L?w. ou tfirlcd and  at tc~npted unsucccssfiilly to introduce a 
system of lees! education in E n ~ l a n d .  However, hi< rnesTagc hore Fruit In America where 
his Comm~~rtarles, of which t l - ~ s  lecture was tlre first part, became the legal blble of 
Ia~wen and law students. Ilis thesis tha t  311 citi7ens should stt~dy arid understand the law 
rltlder which they lived was widely lbllowcd in this countrv."nti! tire last halS of the 
nineteenth century. t hc average Arncric~n lawyer'r preparation rollowed the English 
pattern of self-study and  apprenticeship. In tile late 1700's and  early 1800's several cl~airs  
of law were established wit11 able men such as Wythe (Wm. & Mary, 137q), James Kent 
(Columbia, 1793). and I'arker {Haward, 181 S ) ,  The aim was 110t to train lawyers, but lo  

a broad foundation in rcsponsihle ci ti-lensllip for the r11rt11t.r education of prospective 
I~uycrs  and nun-lawyers alike.' 

'Thi~ papcr conqtitutes the ~omewhat reviwd t c x t  of an nddrcss by thr nl~thor nl the Law Alumni 
.hsqoc~alion Annual Lunclrcon Meeting and Duke Law School Centennial Obncrvancc, April 20, 1968. 

? A  I{. 1917, C A W  1920. 1921 l>l~kc Ilniversity; 1i.A. ( lurk . )  1923, 1LC.L. 1924. M . A .  1918 Oxford 
I1nivcr<rtg. Profcsror rnrcr~tu< of Law, Elt~kc U n l v c r ~ ~ t y .  
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